MARCH
2022

LOVELY LENT
“…everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
For everything that becomes visible is light,
therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
And Christ will shine on you.”
(Ephesians 5:13-14)
Love, love, love. We hear that word spoken so often from Christian
pulpits and in Christian Sunday-school classrooms. God loves you.
Jesus loves you. God is love. Love one another as God has first loved
you. For God so loved the world….
Love is so much at the heart of the Christian good news that we risk
saying the word so often it sounds trite. We risk reducing Love to a
sentiment, becoming numb to the deep joy and freedom God’s
Love gives. Sometimes, we need to be awakened to the power of
the words that are declared from the font and that forever form our
lives:
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“You are my child, and you are beloved.”
I had one such awakening when I was asked to be chaplain of a
synod youth retreat a number of years ago. It was my first time ever
serving as chaplain at a youth event, and I was nervous. I need not
have been, though, because it turned out I would be leading
worship with amazing musician and faithful leader, Rachel Kurtz. She
gave me the gift of her experienced and enthusiastic partnership.
But more than that, she gave me the gift of her gospel-bearing
music. One song in particular has stuck with me to this day, both
because of its beauty and because of its origins. Rachel wrote the
song, “On the Day You Were Born,” for a young girl who was not
well loved and cherished by her parents. Tragically, the message
spoken to her about her life—over and over again—was that her
mother’s pregnancy was a mistake, and, that SHE was a mistake. In
the song written for this girl, Rachel Kurtz sings the message that
God, her Divine parent, spoke and continues to speak over her:
On the day you were born I danced over you,
On the day you were born I rejoiced
On the day you were born all of heaven proclaimed:
“You’re the child of my love,
You’re my choice.”
https://sonichits.com/video/Rachel_Kurtz/On_the_Day_You_Were_Born

To this day, I cannot even think of this song—let alone listen to it—
without getting goosebumps down my arms and tears in my eyes. I
rejoice that this young girl had people in her life who could hold up
her true value as a person whom God loves and in whom God
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delights. And while her need was more acute than most, I know that I have had my
share of times when I wondered about my own value. That is a universal human
experience, I believe. And when we doubt our deep and abiding worth, all sorts of
damaging forces are let loose in our minds and in the world: fear and hostility, selfprotection and violence, hatred and “othering.” We are surrounded by no shortage
of messages telling us what makes us who we are and how we can measure our
worth. They are pervasive and cannot be dismissed as mere advertising and peer
pressure. These messages about what we must own or where we must belong
compete for the space in our minds and our spirits that are meant for Love.
The devastation of lovelessness can be as secret as self harm and as worldwide as
war. Love is crucial for the flourishing of creation. Deep in our bones and brains and
spirits, we all need awakening to the Love that created us, redeems us, empowers us,
and will never let us go.
As February ends and as Lent begins, we are invited to a season and a set of
practices meant to awaken us to the depth and breadth of God’s love for us, for me,
for YOU. This Love has the power to transform our lives and our world. At the foot of
Jesus’ cross, we face the truth: that we (humans) are weak, and fickle and prone to
betrayal, and that human society ultimately clings to power or to status-quo, safety or
pain-avoidance as the greatest good. At the empty tomb and all the encounters
with Jesus that follow, we face the truth about God: that pain succumbs to love and
life defeats death. Every. Single. Time.
That, my friends, is the Love, the Freedom, about which Rachel Kurtz sings and in
which we immerse ourselves again this Lent, and each day of this life.
There’s freedom, freedom,
Freedom to dance and sing,
When you know the love of our Father,
When you know the love of our King.
There’s freedom, freedom,
Let all creation sing
As we take the hand of our Father
As we take the hand of our King
Thanks be to God!
In the Love of Christ,
Pastor Jill

Ash Wednesday
Worship
March 2
7:30 PM
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Join us for worship
Wednesdays
during Lent
7:30 PM

Because of recent improvements in local Covid CALI scores
(WeeklyStats_3.xlsx (somerset.nj.us), the re-entry Committee has
recommended to Church Council to lift some of the in-person
restrictions. Church Council has agreed with the following:
Coffee-in-the-Corner can resume
Coats can be hung up in the Narthex
Fewer pews will be marked with an X - thus allowing more
members to worship.
 For groups of 10 or less people meeting in the Church, wearing masks will be
optional.




Wearing masks during service, unless addressing the congregation, is still required.
We are excited about this step moving toward a more normal service and hope
further steps can be taken in the very near future.
Re-Entry Committee.

We want to make sure that Faith folks who are home-bound
or otherwise unable to attend worship are included in the
meal. We ask you to inform the church office of your desire to
have Communion brought to you, as well as the number of
people in your household who would like to receive. We will
strive to bring Holy Communion to you as frequently as we
can, ideally not less than once per month. Please reach out
to Pastor Jill (pastorcollict@verizon.net) with any questions or concerns about this or
any other pastoral matter. Also, if you know of someone who might need home
communion or other outreach, let Pastor Jill know.

If you would like to sponsor altar flowers, please see the
Flower Chart posted in the narthex or you can contact the
church office to reserve a date. The cost is $20 per
arrangement and you may place your payment in the
offering plate or mail it to the church office. If you pay by
check, please write “altar flowers” on the memo line. If
paying with cash, please write your name and “altar
flowers” on the outside of your envelope.
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Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
– Lenten Gospel Acclamation
The word return has taken on new meaning in the last two years. I
long to return to “normal” worship. I wonder if we’ll ever return to
passing the peace with a handshake. We waited to safely return to the church
building.
During lent we sing Return to the Lord, your God. What does that mean in the context
of our Lenten practices? For some it means returning to the same, familiar habits of
giving more, receiving less, and spending more time in prayer and worship. Since our
world has changed so much, maybe we can set aside our past practices and take
an honest look at how we’ve turned away from God and return with a new, willing
heart.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19
On a musical note, the Senior Choir and Bell Choir will return for weekly rehearsals and
more liturgical music will return in worship. I hope you look forward to returning to inperson worship and activities!
Becky Majewski, Music Ministry

Senior Choir Rehearsal
Thursday 7:00-8:00 PM - February 24
Wednesdays 7:00 -7:20 PM -March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 April 6

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Sundays 5:00-6:00 PM - February 27, March 20, 27, April 3, 10
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Hospital Stays/Prayer List Updates
Please notify the church office with any additions, deletions or changes to our
prayer concerns or when you or someone you love is hospitalized (also when
you or your loved one is released from the hospital).
Need or want to talk with the Pastor?
Please call the church office at (908) 369-3201 or you may email Pastor Jill at
pastorcollict@verizon.net.

Please keep in your prayers…
+ Martin Boer
+ Betty Hannum
+ Tara Joswick
+ Jonathan Stein
+ Andrew Wishnow

+ Lorraine Capobianco
+ Rudy Harding
+ Christine Kennette
+ Janice Vahl
+ Pastor Zimmermann

Our sympathies and prayers are offered for the family and friends of:
Sidney Haimowitz (requested by Colleen Marvits
Amber Swindells (requested by Janice Vahl)
Claire Westphal (former member)
Elaine Mahoney (Colleen Marvits’ aunt)
David Von Bing (requested by David Hart)

3/8 Matthew Christopulos
Alyson Duncanson
3/9 Ailyn Del Rio
Tommy Ramsey
3/1 Tommy Porowski

3/12 Jessica Ramsey
Art Villano

3/3 Marissa Nielsen

3/13 Antonio D’Amelio IV
Kara Magliaro
Jim Mastakas

3/5 Carolyn Gan

3/15 Brian Turck

3/6 Carla Crow
Beth Silady

3/17 Will D’Andrade
Patrick Grega
Sarah Haynie

3/2 Hailey Kandell

3/7 Megan Wishnow
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3/19 Michele Cseh
Scott Wendrzycki
3/20 Brandon Calvi
Elodee Calvi
3/21 Matthew Puskas
3/22 Yailyn Del Rio
3/24 Karen Van Dongen
3/28 David Pfau
3/29 Meredith Ramsey
3/30 Monica Adelmann
Brett Magliaro
Robert Perrone
3/31 Lindy Gardner

Faith Lutheran Church
Operating Fund
Statement of Revenues and Expenses
For the eight months ending January 31, 2022
Approved
Budget
Revenue
Envelopes
Other
Total Revenue

Year to Date
Budget
Actual

$239,049
37,145
276,194

$159,366
7,888
167,254

$173,573
13,510
187,083

209,898
4,460
54,827
3,050
1,200
1,985
25,410
41,989
200
5,000
-348,019

143,086
3,096
39,174
2,350
763
698
16,940
28,169
---234,276

138,070
2,798
34,700
1,734
333
70
16,873
28,074
---222,652

--

--

3,868

Total Expenses after Special Benevolence

348,019

234,276

226,520

Income (Loss) Before Budget Gap

(71,825)

(67,023)

(39,437)

71,825

67,023

--

0

0

(39,437)

Expenses
Total Mutual Ministry
Total Worship & Music
Total Property Maintenance
Total Christian Education
Total Youth
Total Evangelism
Total Social Ministry
Total Finance
Total Stewardship
Capital Improvement Fund
Equipment Fund
Total Expenses
Special Benevolence/Social Ministry-Other

Budget Gap
Income (Loss)

$
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…they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:23
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

THURSDAY

2
7:00 Senior Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Worship
Ash Wednesday

6
First Sunday in Lent
9:30 Worship
10:30 Adult Forum/
Confirmation Class/
Sunday School
4:00 Teens of Faith

7

8

7:30 Long Range
Planning Committee
Meeting (Zoom)

13

14

Second Sunday in Lent
9:30 Worship
10:30 Adult Forum/
Confirmation Class/
Sunday School
4:00 Youth Group
Daylight Saving
Time Begins

20
Third Sunday in Lent
9:30 Worship
10:30 Adult Forum/
Confirmation Class/
Sunday School
5:00 Bell Choir Rehearsal
Spring Begins

27
Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:30 Worship
10:30 Adult Forum/
Confirmation Class/
Sunday School
5:00 Bell Choir Rehearsal

9

15

10
7:00 Finance
Committee Meeting
(Zoom)

16

SATURDAY

3
7:15 Evangelism
Committee Meeting

7:00 Senior Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Worship

7:15 Monthly Council
Meeting

FRIDAY

17

7:00 Senior Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Worship

4

5

11

12

9:00 Silver Foxes
10:00 SHIP

9:00 Red, Hot & Gold

18

19

Church Office Closed

St. Patrick’s Day

21
Church Office Closed
7:15 Christian Ed
Committee Meeting

28

22
Articles for April Reach
Out due

23

24

30

31

7:00 Senior Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Worship

29
7:00 Senior Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Worship
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25

26

